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Dexlsioa rem l4cer K. Scar:; by Nabert P. Koller Deputy
Comptroller General.

Contacts Office of the Caoercl Consuels Das4uael Lam letters
I.

OrqeniuatLon Cooncerneds Department of noilag and Urban
Developmeat: Oaa francisco Area Of lce, CA.

Authority: 5 U.S.C. 5724 .5 u.S.C. 5722. 54 Camp..COD. 991.
.T2.R3 (FlUR 101-7).

A former employ. utatLos in Guam claimed
reimbum*meat of real estate expoa.. got the sale of his Guam
reoldecz upon his voluntary rettresmat and eturn to the
continental United Stat_. Be may acot be relibursed niace
reimlurmement of coal estate expenses La authorised dmII upon a
persanent change of duty stations. (29)



THlE VCOMPTCOLLER OSUN SERPAL
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MATTER OF: Mr. Edgar K. Scarr - Seal estate *xp.ineas

OIOEBT: Zmployae located in Guam who returned to
continental United States upon voluntary
ratirehentmay not be ret bursed real
estate expenses incexredlin the sale of him
Cuam residence since real4Nursnment of real
estate expenses is authorized only upon a
permanent change ot duty nastion. 54 Comp.
Gen. 991 (1975).

This action is In respose to a request from the Director
Accounting, Depariment of Housing a*id Irban Development, Regional
Office, San Francisco, California, foi'a decision on the claim of
Mr. Edgar K. Scarr, ai\former employee stationed in La'um, for reim-
burseient of real estrce expenses upon h' retirement and reruro to
the continental United States.

Mr. Scarr submitted a travel request and authorization form
which was for use in change of station travel. On this form he
indicated that he would sell or had sold his Guam residence and
indicated the estimated'.coat as $3,500. 'liowoser Mr. Scar. was not
traveling pursuant to a\transfer of station but on voluntary retire-
ment ~Ad"return from Guan to Petaluma, California.

The sutiisuO'on statisi that pertinent statutes and regulations
permit such reiwbursemnenji only when there is a permanent change of
duty station. Since the 'return from Guam fcer purposes other than
assuming a nrw Government position does not constitute a permanent
change of station it is indicated that his claim for reimbursement
of real estate expenses does not.,appear allowable.

The rrcl estate expense reimburement is authorized by
5 U.S.C. I 5724a (1976) in pertinent part as follows:

"(4) Expenser/of tihe,,sale of the residence
(or the settlement of an unexpirbd~lcase) of the
employse at the old statiornand purchase of a home
at the new official station required to be paid by
him when the old and new offidial stations are
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located within the United States, its territories
or possessions, the Commonwealth of Puerto Rico, or
the Canal Zone. * * " (Emphasis supplied.)

We held in 54 (omp. Gen. 991 (1975) that a Feder~il Aviation
Adminiatration employee located In Alaska who returned to'the United
States when his position was abolished wa rnot authorized expenses
incurred in selling his Alaska residence. Our dscision was based
on the fact that no permanent chaage of station was iniolved and
that returning employees in those circumstances is covered by -

5 U.S.C. i 5724(d) (1976) which limits ekpences reimbursed to those
authorized for new appointees under 5 U.S.C. 5 5722 (1976), para-
graph 2-6.4 of the Federal Travel Regulations, FPMR 101-7 (Say 1973).
The law and regulations in this regard have not been changed and
would apply in connection with Mr. Scarr's voluntary retirement.

Accordingly, Mr. Scarr's real ectate expenses may not be
reimbursed.

Deputy Comptroller General
of the United States

2,

-~~ 




